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Ini led to return, 5 returned on one engine and 3 
crash landed. Nr. 386 Bomb Group had 52 aircraft 
over target of which 35 had damage category A, 1 
had AC 1 failed to return and 1 crash landed. And 
nr. 387 Bomb group had 46 aircraft over target of 
which 15 had damaged A and 4 AC. 

It had been a morale boosting mission: the 
Marauder could take it! The very next Marauder 
mission was on 20 December 1943 - the 
100th mission. Since 16 July 1943 about 6,700 
sorties had been flown, during which 21 aircraft 
did not return: 0.3% losses - the lowest losses in all 
operation areas. 

This story had a tail - Schiphol (recently voted as 
the best civil airfield of the world again) is 
developing to the mainport of Europe; the Dutch 
economic spearhead. It is feared that there are still 
unexploded bombs in the Dutch ground near 
Schiphol. Developments are planned and carried 
out carefully. Intensive research has been 
undertaken in order to locate the "forgotten” 
bombs. Since 1989 over 10 bombs have been 
uncovered and detonated. Just recently, on 3 
November 1994 (another coincidence), the NV 
Luchthaven Schiphol, the gemeente 
J laarlemmermeer (municipal) and the Explosieven 
Dpruimingsdienst (bomb squad) signed agreements 
on removing future explosives located at Schiphol. 

i irust that this information is of interest to all 
/laramli-i I Imruler readers, especially those 
Marauder Men who participated in the 

tttfM'wwn* of K Ms MSI7I1/MS17 H him 


*5 mi 




Xmstcrdam/Schipho! missions in autumn 194*1, ['or 
full her information do not hesitate to contact me. 

Hoping to hear from you, or any other Marauder 
Men, I wish you a merry Xmas and the very best 
for 1995! 

Rob van den Nieuwendijk. 
go back to Manuscript menu 
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\Vlt;it wc would like all 
Marauder families to do! 

In the belief that Marauder history is 
important enough to be preserved and made 
available to future generations, we urge all 
Marauder Veterans and their families to take 
the following instructions; 

1. Consider that anything that you hold that 
relates to your WWII experience is valuable. 

2. To whatever extent you can, identify each 
item that you have. This particularly includes 
providing whatever caption that you can to 
photographs. Ideally each such item should 
have information that identifies who, what, 
where and when. Any of this information 
makes the item more useful 

3. Prepare all of your holdings for transfer to 
our archive. The PIMA Air and Space 
Museum, by being sure that each item holds 
the name ol the donor, is wrapped carefully 
and sent to our - your - archive. 

4. Send it to PIMA! 


Scott Thompson 

\rdiivist, Pima Air Space Museum 
btMK) \\ Valencia Rd 
I ueson A/ 85706 
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16 December 


28 January 1945 



BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

£ foyd 

BELGIUM REMEMBERS 

1 be people of Belgium pay tribute to all !hose who took part in the liberation of the count tv 

in 1944-1945 


^ c te member with deep sorrow those who died and those who were wounded 

We are indebted to their bravery 
Oul ot tlncir sacrifice comes our freedom 

To the pa 11 am veterans we sav 
f bark you, wc v\ij] never forget von " 


Bate: September 1 1, 2001 


For € K 1 H v 
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BATTLE OF THE BULGE 

£foytf 

BELGIUM REMEMBERS 

The people of Belgium pay tribute to ail those who took part in the liberation of the country, 

in 1944-1945, 

We remember with deep sorrow those who died and those who were wounded 

We are indebted to their bravery. 

Out of their sacrifice comes our freedom. 

To the gallant veterans we say 
"Thank you* we will never forget you. 1 ’ 


Hate: September II, 2001 


For C.K.t.B, V ; 


f Su t fa 

$-4960 TfC^/me^ 


Malmedy, k 14-09-2001 


Mr I. Kisner 

P B. Box 24b 
DURBIN 
W.V 26264 
USA 


Dear Sir. 


The C R B A (Center of Research on the Battle of the Bulge) has the honor of 
sending you the enclosed diploma for the pan you played m the victory of the Allied troop 
during the WWII 

This diploma is reserved, usually, to the soldiers that fought during the Battle of 
the Buige but we send it to you as an exceptional mark of sympathy and gratefulness 

With my sincere and friendly congratulations 



I nclo^d you will find information on the activities of the CRIB A 
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28 January 1945 


BATTLE OF THE BULGE 


BELGIUM REMEMBERS 

if 

The people of Belgium pay tribute to alt those who took part in the liberation of the coumrv 

in 1944-1945. 

We remember with deep sorrow those who died and those who were wounded 

We are indebted to their bravery. 

Out of their sacrifice comes our freedom. 

To the gallant veterans we say 
'Thank you, we will never forget you." 


Date: September 1 1, 2001 


For C.R. 1.B. : 
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t* ENDS SOON! *^1% 
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"[ knuw I would survive/' Kelt 
said. 1 knrw the war was Ruing 
to end soon I never gave up. be- 
i tmsc I knew I would make ii out 
ot th»re/' 

FeEt said he dreamed vividly 
during dial Hint", 

■" And they weren't about prei 
ly girls, either." Felt said smit¬ 
ing* "Usually about a big bowl of 

mashed potatoes. The Ejnly pola 
toes we got in the camps were 
rotten " 

Felt said he knew ihe end of 
the war was near because he 
cove Id hear the troops fighting 

"tine day we woke up and a 
lank and troops were taking 
over ihe camp. Then the Ameri¬ 
can flag wont up/' Fell said. "It 
was \Uu most beautiful sight 1 
have ever seen." 

About six weeks later. Felt ar- 
rived at his parents' home near 
Wakefield 

‘L really felt sorry for th^m be¬ 
cause they didn't know If I was 
alive or dead. At least t knew 1 
was alive/ 1 Felt said. 


Felt then sent o letter of up pi I 
oiliun for the Caterpillar Club. 

The elite club is tor those who 
have used parachutes in save 
their Lives, It is calk'd the Cater 
pillar Club because during 
World War EL parachute* were 
made of silk 

■T received a reply say ing they 
needed two witnesses id my es 
cape/ 1 Felt said T Just now up 
after that,” 

Fifty years Utur, hn was talk¬ 
ing with the bombardier of the 
plane, Lloyd Kisner, with whom 
he corresponds two nr thnui 
times a year. He is she only oth 
er member of the crew still liv¬ 
ing. 

“He asked me it I was m the 
Caterpillar Club and I told him 
what hail h»piH«ned/ b Felt said 

About three weeks ago, Fell 
received his ofilctal Caterpillar 
Club certificate and pm 

I figure Kisner probably did 
it/’ Fell said. 

Kisner had his niece do some 
research to get Kelt the honor he 
had earned. 

"I always felt J belonged to the 
club." Felt said. "I am happy 
i hat i can finally say I do." 


HEINEMAN 

tfom higfi Al 

■Johanns said ileineman will 
jissimn; Manrslatl’s rol? as the 
guile’s linisuri to the f^ierai gov¬ 
ernment anti will take on a new 
Title of coordinating the state's 
ina-teiTiti isi planning in light of 

the rocem attacks on I he East 
Const. 

Hcineman, ftf. lives in Fre¬ 
mont Jle was bom in Falls City 
■md graduated from Wahoo High 

■‘ki.. lk> also graduated from 

the LLS. Mih tnry Academy at 
West Point in tH7U and served in 
the U S. Army for five years. 

He was the executive director 
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of the Nebraska Republican Par¬ 
ty, office manager for U S. Rep 
Doug Uereuter’s Ftemont office 
and chief administrative aide [<■ 
former U.S* Rep. Hal Daub before 
running Tor the stale treasurer 
Johanns, who has noi fhnnafiy 
announced that he wiij seek a sec 
ond term, said I lememan will be 
his running mate if he nin?, 
Giving the Lieutenant governor 
a larger role has become inure 
important since voters approved 
a measure m November Chang 
ing how the position is filled. 

The lieutenant governor used 
to run independently in the pre 
mary election Now, file governor 
and lieutenant governor will nm 
on the same ticket, 

Byrd said she had not dec ided 
if she wi>] run for treasurer next 
year. 

M Thafs a premature thought 
for me/ she 2^.1 ul. “This has 
moved very, very quickly . 14 

While the lieutenant go vet 
iinrs main duty is to preside over 
the i^gisLitutv, most ot Elu 1 of 
lb"r’s holders histone.tll\ were 
mostly InniUHt to ribbon cuttings 

.hhE li'reiiHiiU.d pump 

That ehangiHl ui thr post ui 
\»-.irs. howv\ci wEicei M,i\mr 
Movd .uul (hen Hon Kohak began 
pUyilUg l.u rule* m the juvu 

limi uiklci thru t IVii Nt'Um 
Th * fuh > 1v*pun* e hi 1 fclh + > ha v i* 
rs* vkUitrd rvi'H Eiunr store Jo 

luimt in l 1 *** 

Jolvimn uuilt M.iujsi td.iEiUl 





THE I 
NORTH I 
PLATTE 


VOirT* PLATTE, NEBRASKA 



•Caterpillar’ finally joins the Club 


s long-delayed membership affirmed 


•f Jwvtf KB«iMer 


wx. » Tiirh routine mission during 
Vk * * xl "A' II 

- • r- .t, a pilot, and his crew 

* ■ * <',!■ t»>mha railroad bridge 

«f. ...*v Ivyjuim rheir 5?th mission, 

- . - the Dragon Wagon, 

* . ■ ■ t, joiiaurraft flak. 

b . ■ • quit, then the left engine 
'-ju ‘ * :*• t v*id We had to get out" 

1 . ■ vrher four members of 

• * it •' *• plane, then parachuted 
'-■Ut himWf 


t wasn’t scan*. at Ihe time because the 
plant-was on lire - we had to jump,” Foil said. 

As he drifted to the ground, Fell said it was 
very peaceful. 

"It was so quiet, 1 could heiii 1 (he dogs bark 
mg.” ho said 

Felt landed near a church and immediately 
saw a woman directing him toward a grove of 
trees. 

’ I got up and tried to run, biti 1 had hurt my 
knees in the fall ami I fell to the ground." Felt 
said. 

Almost immediately he was captured by 
Gen nan troops and was taken Lo Stalag Left 3, 
a prison camp near Sagan. Poland. 

"It wasn't good,” Kbit said. “We were all cold 


and hungry. They didn't beat us or anythin*, 
but it seemed we were th- rf- for an eternity 

At the time. Felt was with one of his crew 
members in the camp. He later found out -.u.r 
two of his crew- had escaped and another one 
had been captured. 

1 1 It and Ins crew members were in the S 
lag Left camp for six months. 

"Then they moved us, ’ Felt said "1 
track of my crewmember. I am not sure what 
happened to him," 

As for Felt, he marched three days and three 
nights Lr. a blizzard and spent three mure days 
locked in a boxcar uniil he go: to Stalag TA. - 
prison camp near Muxeburg. Gorman 

II was there Felt remained until r \> 'um 
merof ls^kt 

P ease POW. -'.,gc- 
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Mrs. I.. E. Eisner of Frank, Poca¬ 
hontas county, have been notified 
that their son Lieut. L. E. Kisner, 
Jr., is reported “missing in action 
over Belgium.” 

Lieut. Kisner was a bombavdicr- 
• navigator in the 9th Army Air 
Force, lie had been awarded the 
Distinguished Flying Cross, the 
Air Medal with Foul Oak Leaf 
Clusters and the Purple Heart. 

1 This is the second time Lieut. 
— Kisner had been listed as “missing 
d in action/' Some three months 
1 prior to the last- notification, his 
1 plane was shot down hut he man- 
■ aged m get hack to England safe- 

* I 

A letter received bv Mrs. Kis- 

a 

. • mother of the young navigator 

* from a pilot squadron in which he 
was a member, stated that he (the 
idiot t was on leave at the time 
the flieht was made hut he had 
lr:nn»d that the plane, in which her 
'On am’ five crew members were 
I occupants, was disabled and drop- 
. ped > .it of formation over Belgium 

*et i ;*oi v. He was reported by the 
rjwar department as “missing as of 

* Mav J.S ” 




I.it'Kt. A isuer Decorated 
n ith Mu, 'aiuier Crew 

i.'onMmif'd front Page One* 


ootiiiS not bo operated quo or fu, 

power. 


Prepare to Hail Out 

.Some ia hi iies off the Etii.i.., 
e.-.irt the Jett engine cut, too, J to i. 
the crew to prepare to bail 0 U 1 , n 
1 put the ship in a gilde. We work* 
to pet the ieit engine going agah.**u 
tmalty it caught. 

Ue v ' vr * down to 2,000 feet as we ' 
crossed tne English coast. We wer. 
* in * attitude steadily. At 1,500 fee. 

Jt ItnJr Allies from where we hit 
coast hne, the left engine let go 
■;t]rely. Meanwhile, everything hau 
Sv °me soaked in gasoline from t,i. 

. is that was sloshing out of the pune- 
‘ ur ** tank - ^ we had tried a eras 

‘‘ i,n * me first spark would have 
■ * an explosion. 

“■ ordered the crew to bail out. The 
‘ c ' p " 0! hesitated at the open bomb 

He came back to ask me was 
* going to Jump or try t0 Mt jt down | 

1 toW h,m 10 m going, that I was 
fmtng. too I tried to m a courflt 

"*•*** (rom * and building. 
^ * hurrM want out. ton. f 

'*+t+ pretty low, somewhere I 


4 1 4r *» t#**z ur irtji. 

** pulltng th« ring «, 

*“• • w *>' hi my h«,.,i with lt 

j ! <• • « 

' m — i m 

* rtJ * about thu 


time the chute opened. I looked to¬ 
ward the plane, which had lost alti¬ 
tude rapidly and was swinging around 
in a descending turn to the left. It 

was in the next field. It burned com 
plccely.’' 

Members of the '‘Liberty Lady’s 
crew who have been recommended 
Tor awards aft?: Second Lieutenam 
'■;o$s Oakley, co-pllgt, Westwood Vi 
Lai ijjcond Lieutenant Kisner, 
bombardier-navigator, Frank ,W. Va.; 
? Sgt. Lloyd Arthur, radio gunner, 
oaratago. In,; Sgt, Martin Dishong, 
tail gunner ,Everett, Pa.; and S. Sgt. 
wood row Laubey, engineer gunner, 
St. Joseph, Mu, 
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■ I Had R <•(•11 Reported 
Missing in Action 

• Mm Franklln J. Widney learned 

V C (hli minting that her brother, 

Boo- Lt t* E. KUner. Jr., of Frank, rt- 
o'. j*ort'J • miasm*: lu iictlon" on May'. 

. S. ovi*r Kelgfum, cabled hi* par- 
:r rnu this morning "Am O. K. 
ca Have written. Will So** You Soon.! 



ir.j Ikm t Worry About Me. I^ove.”, ( 


HU tlcned. "Your Son." 

Lt K.Mf'r was oversea* T4 
•• 'j.or.U;* mini h>* w*h reported 
<•- in:»ting by the War Department, 
i: - He * a* a bon:burdltT on a H-26 
mj 'lar*tid«r plane. 

I Dr. and Mr -y and daugh* 

■ vr '•tara.ia K.\y*> and Mrs Wjd- 
* ~ i *y 'i it>r Mr*. B K. Lawton, 
the'have returned from Atlantic city 
where the Wldneya were (neat* of 

r lc s j » , ten Hrr husband li In 



3* n y at f 


i rr.rhrr ot Mf* Wliinrf Add A 
lit- Lftvfoo. Pit William Ktimf|R 
let Fort McClelland ai*,|N 

; ■ sin? *1 lb: s h,itv* *t Flank K' 


I 




Grand Cou!#* Dam contain* 
enough concrete lor a highways 
from New York to Seattle, anti 
hack via. Los awjeIpb. 

LT. KISNER REPORTED MISSING 
IN ACTION FOR SECOND TIME 

Is Brother Of 
Local Resident 

L. E Kisner. Jr., of Frank, 
a of Mr* FrankSm J- Wld- 

5*? •*. this city, is reported "mise- 
.£i in action over Betaiam'. ac- 
cording to a notlc# received by th# 
itt.( il#-:er.#nt# parents. Mr. and 
Ufa L. K Ktir.#r, of Frank. 

: i KLir.tr was a bombardier 

- t‘ ' r »h# - Army Mr Fore* WOlTtfton hs* heen Hated as "miM- 
. . * »*Ard #1 th# Distill^ In k In action” as of June S. No 

4 . > > .7,1,4 * ? >* ib# Air Med- further word has been recelfed 

* * 1 u L#»f cluster* and from either of th# officer*. Lt 

tla Farfli Hurt Col. Wolvorton was a paratrooper. 

1 * ■*.* fc^'-^cd tix* Lt Kls- Lt, Klaner ha# two other slaters. 

♦ 11 ■ *' »•** aa mitaing In Mra Eugene Lawton. of Atlantic 

»■ ■ *-.*• • • ••♦ -r f* ir month* ntiy, N. J. and Pauline, at hom# 

, 1 **’ s'.'iflraUflB M# and on# brother. William, who we* 

■ f 11 f %* f-:* h* *r.#n«a r#rmily Inducted Into the aervii'e 

* t " • Is T -)|i*nd aaf*1y Mra tjirtnn nut the former 

‘ - ■ * ■■ i*t M,a Kiape- 1 J#r#liHii# Miner. who all ended 

■1 " 1 ■ ( i avi#atot lie via and Flktu# collet# and was 

*■ i -•'>■**** »^ai{fiia In f-mployed her# for a«m#time Id 

* ib# an • ptaitt, #*«'<-■ k itatr wit formerly employed hr 

* »* 1* .e bt* f a i*«t* th# Wii'im Mara land railway I 

* ■ * ■ M f '##< *»» ■»#-#• company 


but he had learned that the plana, 
in which her son and fixe cf*w 
member* were occupants, was dis¬ 
abled and dropped out of forma- 
non over Helglam territory. He was 
reported by the War Department 
as "missing as of May 25.” 

Lieut. Klaner Is the flral mem-' 
ber of Elkins Lodge No. II3H, 
B P.Q. Elk* to be listed as misting 
or killed In action, Lt. Col. Hobart 


rj. uiem library In 

« toe .moke have been found 
a?! was at Herculaneum. and 
Con:#toed #bo«* 1J»00 volume*. 
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one late night, driving alone 

it ended all to fast 
i guess He had to call you home 

its something we can’t grasp 
always walking through the door 
with a big smile on your face 
all the memories and more 
is something we can't replac e 
now the days will slowly P aSS rts 
and you will forever live^ i n o ur . ( j |ast 
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